[Nosocomial infections in surgery].
Nosocomial infections affect about 5 p. 100 of surgical patients, and postoperative infections of the operative wounds or sites account for the major part of these infections. A knowledge of the potential organisms causing such infections and which vary according to the site and type of the surgical procedure is the most important guide to prophylaxis. Perioperative antimicrobial prophylaxis has made it possible to achieve a substantial reduction of surgical wound infection rates, and the basis for its use in each of the major surgical settings is reviewed.